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Carol Barksdale
bdaleart@aol.com, 334-224-7240

Bibb Graves Bridge, Acrylic, $2,500 
Home Place, Acrylic, $2,500 

Sue Blackshear
sueblackshear@yahoo.com, 205-633-4091

Alive, Oil, $1,650 
By the Bay at Destin, Watercolor, $550 
Jasmine Hills II, Oil, $1,250 
Late Fall Offering II, Watercolor, $655 
Remembering Giorgio Morandi, Oil, 
$1,050 

Carol Jean Boyd
334-868-9999
 Swamp Spirit, Resin, $60

Hope Brannon
artquest@elmore.rr.com, 334-300-3779

Creekside Flowers, Encaustic, $1,500 
Shadow Dancing, Acrylic, $2,400 

Harriet Brenner
 Come Out to Play, Watercolor

Barbara Bryan
bbbryan@elmore.rr.com
 Stop and Smell the Wildflowers, 
 Photography
 Iris, Photography

Libby Christensen
libbychr@yahoo.com, 334-514-6416

Catch Me Vest, Fiber Art, $150 
Colors of  Rainbow, HD Photograph, 
      $129 
Leaves of  Green, Red Peppers, 
Too…, Enhanced Photograph, $99 
Liquid Sunlight, Photography, $129 
Valey of  Fire, Photography, $129 

Lynda Davis
callinglynda@gmail.com, 334-857-2567 / 
205-253-2752

God's Natural Beauty, Oil, $350 

Shirley Esco
dsesco@dish.net, 334-399-5115

Warm Breeze I, Acrylic, NFS
Warm Breeze II, Acrylic, NFS

Butch Gantt
gophknut@aol.com, 214-‐9554

Audubon Herron, Acrylic
Shore Patrol at Mabry Mill, Acrylic

Kitty Gilbert
kittyg16@gmail.com, 334-590-4077

Louie's Wonderful World, Mixed Media, 
          $375 

Dylan Goodson
256-496-6797

Girls at Play, Basswood, Hickory, Oak, 
       $1200

Rebecca Grice
rggrice@gmail.com, 303-‐5275

The Coosa at Corn Creek Park, Oil, 
     $450 
The Shed, Oil, $350 

Vicki Ham
vjham@aol.com, 334-514-9298

Dream Travels, Fiber Art: Quilt, NFS

Aimee Harbin
aimee@aimeeharbin.com, 850-‐545-‐6369

Choreography, Clay, NFS
Garden of  Eden Vase, Clay: Handbuilt, 
         $125
Rainbow Road, Photography, $300
Tall Glass of  Forsythia, Pastel Drawing, 
          $400

Carol Hickman
cduren.hickman@gmail.com, 334-391-5090

Easy Street, Oil, $300 
Spring Path, Oil, $250 

Betty House
bhouse08@charter.net, 256-234-7195

God's Creatures, Acrylic, $75 
Grandma's Garden, Acrylic, $250 
Wood Trails, Acrylic, $120 

Mary Jacobs
libbychr@yahoo.com, 334-514-6416

Fleeting Pleasures, Watercolor, $275 
Is It Spring Yet?, Watercolor, $250 
Simply Tulips, Watercolor, $250 

Tylor Little
slittle1267@yahoo.com, 205-310-2745

Transitions, Mixed Media, NFS

Donna Jo Massey
mark@mhccreative.com, 334-567-5408

Spring Beauty, Watercolor, $250 

Amber McCracken
amccracken2619@bucs.sheltonstate.edu, 
205-310-2745

Growth, Graphite, NFS  

                                                      
Nancy Mitchell
nmitchell991@gmail.com, 334-834-7103

Mountain Farm, Oil, $500 
The Park, Oil, $450 

Kelly Peterson
kelly_peterson82@yahoo.com, 205-310-2745

Lil Love, Acrylic, $100 

Andrea Presnell
cduren.hickman@gmail.com, 334-391-5090

Adies Treasures, Oil and Mixed Media, 
 NFS

Robin Rogers
srogers2@elmore.rr.com, 334-569-1567

Horse Hair Vessel with Antlers, 
Mixed Media: Clay and Antler, $100

Lynn Schmidt
lmidt@bellsouth.net, 205-310-2745

Douglas, Digital Photography, $400 
First Lessons in Aviation, Mixed Media, 
          $200 
Gabe, Acrylic, $1,500 
Koi Reflections, Mixed Media, $200 

Jessica Smith
jessicasmith57@yahoo.com, 205-652-3512

Sweet Tooth, Ceramic, NFS

Langley Tolbert
langleywarn@yahoo.com, 334-450-6105

Force of  Nature, Acrylic and Ink, 
      $1,300 
In Her Prime, Acrylic and Ink, $1,300 
Night Towers, Acrylic, $1,600 
The Secret Keeper, Acrylic, $600 
Water Falling, Acrylic, $1,100 

Adelia Turner
ahturner@elmore.rr.com, 569-‐2517

Fishing in Pop's Pond, Oil, NFS
Over the Wall, Oil, NFS

Rachel Ward
trinity_335@yahoo.com, 205-310-2745

Puppy Love, Acrylic, $100 

Heath Young
young6868@aol.com, 205-369-6868

Finial, Wood: Maple and Ziricote, Sold
Zebra, Wood: Zebra and Blood Wood, 
           NFS

Mike Young
young6868@aol.com, 205-369-6868

Ageless Beauty, Wood: Oak, NFS
Nosey Boxers, Photography, NFS

Teresa Wayne
wayne95037@hotmail.com, 334-300-9394 
 Pear, Oil, Sold
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Please contact the artist to inquire about a work of  art.
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Adelia Turner

Jane stopped me in the grocery store 
shortly after the birth of her first 
grandchild.  “Delia,” she said 
enthusiastically, “It’s everything they 
said it would be and more!”  Soon after, 
I learned that she was absolutely and 
totally correct. 

The bond with my grandchildren is one 
of the most important parts of my life.  
After the birth of my first grandchild I 
thought I could never love anyone as 
much as I loved John Turner.  Then, a 
few years later, along came Ellie, totally 
different, and she grabbed my heart and 
squeezed.   My relationship with my 
grandchildren makes my world 
wonderful.  

Both of these paintings illustrate the 
importance of familial ties.  The first, 
“Over the Wall,” depicts my barefoot 
grandchildren playing together on a late 
summer afternoon.   He was trying to 
show her how to climb the wall, but as 
you can see, she, younger and in her 
smocked dress, is ahead of him. 

The second painting, “Fishing in Pop’s 
Pond,” was done for my neighbor and 
features her three oldest grandsons 
fishing in a family pond.  Even though 
the painting shows the boy cousins from 
behind, their personalities are distinctive 
and their relationship secure.  

It is through generational ties, 
grandparent to grandchild, sibling to 
sibling, and cousin to cousin, that we 
understand our place in our families and 
in the larger family of man.  What a 
wonderful world!

Fishing In Pop’s Pond, Oil

Over the Wall, Oil



Amber McCracken
amccracken2619@bucs.sheltonstate.edu, 
205-310-2745
Perhaps the most important realization 
that an individual can make in their quest 
for personal growth is that there is no 
single formula that defines the path to 
personal success. We all have different 
goals and priorities, which means that 
different activities and attitudes will make 
us feel good about ourselves. We also 
have different natural strengths and 
weaknesses that are a part of our inherent 
personality type. How then, as individuals, 
can we feel successful in our lives? 
Each personality type has a different idea 
of what it means to be successful. Self-
knowledge is one common goal that will 
help everyone achieve personal success. 
So many people are hung up on 
somebody else's idea of what it means to 
be successful, and they are unaware of 
what is truly important to them. This is 
completely normal. We all have important 
role-models and influencers in our lives 
who may have basic values that are quite 
different from our own. If this is the case, 
it's important to recognize that the 
discrepancy between what we have been 
taught is truly important and what we 
personally believe to be truly important is 
due to a difference in perspective. If we 
spend our time and effort trying to meet 
somebody else's idea of success, and 
ignore or belittle any conflicting messages 
from our own psyche, then we will find 
ourselves exhausted and unhappy. 
Realizing what is truly important to us is a 
major step towards achieving personal 
success. 

Growth, Graphite
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Andrea Haynes Presnell
418 Carnation Dr
Equality, AL

Adie McKissick was my grandfather 
and the BEST moonshiner in 
Alabama. Therefore, I did this 
painting to remember him and all his 
“treasure” still yet to be found. The 
idea came from a dream I had about 
the jar of buttons and a creative way 
to display them.  These buttons were 
found in a mason jar in his attic. He 
came from a time when little things 
were treasured. Bartering was a way 
of that generation. I built this frame 
from Drift wood because it is so 
interesting, free and fun to find. I 
sometimes think I was born in the 
wrong decade because I am free 
spirited and love music from the 60s. 
The clothes from that time have to be 
my favorite style to wear. I love being 
outside and watching sunsets on the 
lake or from my kayak on the Coosa. 
Our world changes daily and this 
painting helps me to remember 
people long gone. Sitting outside 
watching nature reminds me of What 
A Wonderful World…… Adie’s Treasures, 

Oil and Mixed Media



Betty House
bhouse08@charter.net
256-234-7195

It is a wonderful world when you can 
still see beautiful birds in the wild. When 
there are still places and people who 
protect God’s creations. Some fortunate 
people see them in person, the rest of us 
enjoy their images in pictures.

It is a wonderful world when you have a 
quiet private trail in the woods, away 
from all worry. This is a place where you 
can stroll with a special someone on a 
warm fragrant day. Whether you do this 
in person, in your mind, or your dreams; 
it does not matter. It is still wonderful.

Woods Trails, Acrylic

God’s Creatures, Acrylic
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Betty House
bhouse08@charter.net
256-234-7195

It’s a wonderful world when you can 
give and receive fresh flowers that 
have been lovingly tended in 
Grandma’s garden. The red rose has 
long symbolized love and I painted 
these with love in my heart. 

Grandma’s Garden, Acrylic
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Butch Gantt
gophknut@aol.com
334-214-9554

After a thunderous summer rainstorm 
at the New Orleans Audubon Zoo, we 
were able to continue our tour 
through the “Louisiana Swamp” 
exhibit. This heron’s white silhouette 
stood in the forefront of the algae 
covered alligator pond lending a stark 
contrast of bright white to green. 
Having taken up residence in a 
densely populated metropolis this 
opportunistic heron takes advantage 
of not what nature has supplied but 
what man has built. The inherent 
survival instincts of this animal prove 
what a wonderful world we have. 

Progress moves our world forward 
with each new technological 
improvement. Things are destroyed 
so that other structures may be 
established. Many times individuals 
have a vision and look at our past 
and realize an historical significance 
in preserving old structures. Sitting 
along the Blue Ridge Parkway at MP 
176.1 in Virginia is the Mabry Mill. 
This multi-purpose watermill began 
service in 1905 and has been 
preserved and serves as a significant 
reminder of how things were in the 
early 1900’s. Driving along the 
parkway one comes upon this 
wonderful setting and finds an ever 
changing scene as each season 
takes hold. The Great Heron patrols 
the shore waiting for his next meal to 
appear in the shallows.  

Audubon Heron, Acrylic

Shore Patrol at Mabry Mill, Acrylic

mailto:gophknut@aol.com
mailto:gophknut@aol.com


Carol Hickman
cduren.hickman@gmail.com
334-391-5090

When a young person dreams of 
their first home, they dream of 
beautiful flowers, a house with a soft 
blue roof and a white picket fence. 
The colorful trees, peaking around 
the back of the house, greet you 
when you come home. It would be 
fabulous to live in a house like this. It 
would be an answer to their dreams 
and what a wonderful world when 
you attain these dreams.

It is a wonderful world when you are 
in the south and the redbud trees are 
blooming and you know the azaleas 
are not far behind. The perfume 
takes you to an earlier time when 
Mama tenderly planted each one for 
her ancestors to enjoy. They greet us 
whenever we go to our home place 
on Lake Tuscaloosa in east Alabama. 

Spring Path, Oil

Easy Street, Oil
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Donna Jo Massey
mark@mhccreative.com
334-567-5408

"Flowers make me smile. Perhaps it's 
because it's a signal that Spring has 
arrived and that means so many 
things-warmth, long lazy days, rain, 
growth. Perhaps it's the colors, neon 
fuchsias, brilliant purples, sunny 
yellows all surrounded by greens of 
various shades and hues.  Perhaps 
it's because they seem to be "social," 
growing as they do, together, 
surrounded by all their friends in 
great bunches of complimentary 
colors. It looks like an artist's palette 
in the outdoors. But I think my 
favorite thing about flowers is that 
they move. A breeze comes along 
and they all sway in time, all those 
marvelous colors dancing in the 
sunlight. And, they stay in one place 
so you can continue to enjoy them, 
watch them closely from  sunrise to 
sunset. Yes, it is a wonderful world 
that includes flowers."

Spring Beauty, Watercolor
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Heath Young
10376 US Hwy 231
Wetumpka, AL  36092
334-657-0433

                       

This piece represents "delicate 
beauty".  I enjoy creating the 
segmented work however it requires 
much “patiences”.  The end product 
is worth the extra labor and love as 
each piece is unique and beautiful!

Zebra is a gift of Love to my father 
with whom I share the Woodworking 
Gene!!  And, that is wonderful!

Zebra
Zebra Wood & Blood Wood

Finial
Wood:  Maple & Ziricote



Hope Brannon
web: phopebrannon.com 
334-300-3779 
P.O. Box 458
Wetumpka, Alabama 36092

I find it fascinating that we dance to 
celebrate. It doesn't have to be between 
unmarried couples or persons of the 
opposite sex. In many cultures men 
perform the celebration dances and, 
some dances are ceremonial. Small 
children seem to dance when they're 
happy. Some dancing is spontaneous 
and some structured.  One of the words 
associated with dance is ritual. Many 
cultures have very specific times for 
dancing, both during the year and during 
the day. In addition, dancing is 
sometimes reserved for special 
occasions in a person’s life, such as 
weddings, coming of age, the start or 
end of a school year and the harvest 
season. Dancing at these times may 
provide various benefits, with the main 
reason being the marking of a specific 
occasion. Some cultures even include 
dancing as a regular part of funeral 
services – celebrating a person’s life.  
Shadow Dancing is really all about a 
group of people dancing communally 
and celebrating the company of others. 

Brightly colored flowers bring forth an 
image of my grandmother’s daily ritual of 
watering her flower gardens at almost 
dusk.  If we walked with her as she 
watered, she would tell us stories of her 
childhood or perhaps give us a riddle to 
solve…we were seldom able to do so, 
but they intrigued us nonetheless.

Shadow Dancing, Acrylic on Canvas

Creekside Flowers



Jessica L. Smith
jessicasmith57@yahoo.com

Being a kid in a candy store is a truly 
wonderful and nearly universal 
indulgence.  My artwork is a 
celebration of this childhood 
pleasure.  I employ the ordinary 
candy gummy bear as a modular 
building unit.  Each bear is cast into 
stoneware clay, joined with many 
other bears into a tessellating 
sculpture, glazed a juicy color, and 
frozen into a permanent state 
through the alchemy of the ceramics 
firing process.  

Sweet Tooth, Ceramic



Kelly Peterson                                                    
6501 10Th Court 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama    35405 

kelly_peterson82@yahoo.com

Pit Bulls are loving, loyal, clown dogs 
who make excellent companions or 
those with active lifestyles. They love 
being with people and want to be 
included in all family activities 
whether it's a ride in the car, a 
neighborhood stroll or a romp in the 
park. While it's true that in the wrong 
hands, Pit Bulls can be viscous, in 
the right hands, Pit Bulls can be 
sweethearts, which many owners 
describe as babies in a dog's body.

A well-raised pit bull of proper 
temperament is the most loyal and 
loving dog in the world, bar none. 
This is a dog that truly LOVES 
people, especially children. Pits are 
notorious clowns, and will Always 
make you laugh, even in spite of 
yourself. They are intelligent, and will 
often "invent" games to keep 
themselves amused. They seem to 
subsist on love and attention, and will 
do almost anything for a little special 
"loves n hugs" time. They tolerate the 
rough play of children, loving every 
minute of it, and, although poor 
"guard dogs" for property, they will 
willingly give their lives to save the 
people they love.

Lil’ Love, Acrylic
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mailto:kelly_peterson82@yahoo.com


Kitty Gilbert
kittyg16@gmail.com
334-590-4077

Louis Armstrong’s it’s a Wonderful 
World is such a soothing and uplifting 
song.  I listen to it over and over, and 
snapshots and freeze frames fill 
images in my head. Then it was clear 
to me what I think is wonderful in this 
world, art.  In my painting, Louie’s 
Wonderful World, I tried to depict 
what he was feeling.  When you look 
at this painting I hope it touches you 
as much as it did me.  Imagine 
yourself walking in an art gallery with 
this song in mind.  You will see the 
trees of green and red roses too. 
Skies of blue and clouds of white, the 
bright blessed day and darkness of 
night… The song continues and the 
painting is a narrative of such.

Louie’s Wonderful World, Mixed Media

mailto:kittyg16@gmail.com
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Langley Tolbert
1078 Holiday Drive
Dadeville, AL 36853
334.450.6105
Langleywarn@yahoo.com

This painting evokes the vibrancy of a 
city skyline at night with its bold 
interplay of geometric shapes, 
shadowing and color. Interestingly, 
things that nighttime can do to imagery 
remind me of what I do as a painter of 
abstractions. Nighttime suggests 
images, rather than states. It invites 
the viewer to provide detail, or not. It 
can entertain with the shadowy subject 
matter that is visible, or it can let the 
viewer imagine what may be lying in 
the shadows. Similarly, “Night Towers” 
can be enjoyed for simply its abstract 
composition of color, shape and 
brushstrokes, or it can be seen as a 
suggestion of a city with skyscrapers, 
other buildings, water, distant hills and 
a city center bright with nightlife. Or the 
painting can be seen as something 
else entirely—whatever the viewer 
chooses! That is the beauty of abstract 
paintings—and why I think they are 
wonderful! 

The Secret Keeper, Acrylic & Paper Collage

The woman in this painting is keeping 
secrets. What could she be hiding? 
She has no facial features to belie her 
thoughts or give away the story she 
keeps to herself. She is surrounded by 
a disturbance-- rough paint, rutted with 
scratches--and yet she seems calm. 
Behind her are messages on faded 
paper, but they can’t be deciphered, 
and yet they don’t disturb her. We all 
have secrets. Secrets of a personal 
nature. Confidences entrusted to us by 
others for safe keeping. Secrets that 
need to be told and secrets that do not. 
Making the right choice can make all 
the difference. At times that choice can 
be difficult. But when we can look back 
and know that we made the right 
decision, the feeling can be wonderful.

Night Towers, Acrylic & Paper Collage 

mailto:Langleywarn@yahoo.com
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Langley Tolbert
1078 Holiday Drive, Dadeville, AL 36853
334.450.6105
Langleywarn@yahoo.com

In this abstract painting, I wanted to hint 
of a waterfall flowing from a rocky ravine 
and seen from eye level so that the eye 
seems to flow down the painting with the 
water. At the same time I wanted still 
more movement for the eye and also 
wanted the composition to have an 
unexpected focal point. I decided to 
place the focal point along the extreme 
top edge of the canvas and arc it so it 
takes the eye “over the edge” of the 
canvas, as if falling, symbolically, like a 
waterfall.  In this painting I also used one 
of my favorite materials—wax paper 
collage. I layer it on top of vibrant colors 
to give them subtlety. I paint over it and 
have the paint bead up for effect. And I 
also glue it down on the canvas and then 
strip it off after it dries. It leaves a waxy 
residue that produces fascinating 
texture. To me, this is one of my truly 
wonderful abstract paintings!

In viewing this abstract painting, one 
might wonder what these forces of 
nature are that are sweeping from left to 
right across the painting. Are they 
currents of water? Or air? Or streams of 
white-hot heat moving through a cooling 
place, bursting into flames here and 
there, and then snuffed out by a bleak 
pool of coldness? Or perhaps these are 
forces inside the mind of someone 
whose thoughts move from a restful 
place to one of disruption brought on by 
a disturbing question that causes the 
person to search intensely, even 
desperately, for answers, only to have 
the search end, not with answers, but 
with a deep, dark void of mystery. I think 
that sometimes it is in those dark places, 
where we cannot find answers when we 
seek them the most, that our strongest 
faith is born. And in that belief I find 
wonderful reassurance.

Water Falling, Acrylic & Paper Collage

Force of Nature, Acrylic Ink on Yupo Paper
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Langley Tolbert
1078 Holiday Drive, Dadeville, AL 
36853
334.450.6105
Langleywarn@yahoo.com

This painting expresses how women 
are beautiful at any age. By blurring 
the woman’s eyes, nose and mouth, I 
have made a woman whose age is 
unknown, yet her visage is graceful, 
vibrant and beautiful. The message is 
that if we can see beyond, literally, 
the lines of age, whether they be 
lines on paper or lines on a real face, 
we are better able to set aside biases 
that equate beauty with youth. We 
are able to see human beauty as 
unrelated to age. The title, “In Her 
Prime,” is meant to be an irony. Who 
knows what a woman’s prime is? 
Who is to say she is more beautiful--
or better--at one age rather than 
another? Who is to judge? Striving 
for a world in which there is less 
judgment and more appreciation of 
true beauty is a wonderful effort for 
us all.

In Her Prime, Acrylic Ink on Yupo Paper
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Libby J. Christensen
lchristensen@aquopotent.net 
334-514-6416 

When Louis Armstrong sang “I see em 
bloom,” he was referring specifically to 
roses, but those “bright blessed days” 
he mentions come from our sun, our 
own special star.  Our warmth, our 
energy, our light, our weather systems 
are all naturally set up to stem from our 
sun.  Here a flower reflects the same 
yellow radiating motif recognized and 
imitated by our school children.  The 
beads of water from a refreshing 
shower remind us that water is also 
key to life.  What is more indicative of 
natural beauty than the vibrancy of a 
flower in bloom?  We respond to it 
emotionally because it touches our 
soul, maybe our soul.

Louis Armstrong sang, “I see trees of 
green…red roses too” in the song 
“What a Wonderful World.”  While trees  
and roses are certainly stunning and 
much-admired aspects of nature, the 
Southwest creates its own twist on red 
and green.  Here in an Old Town 
Albuquerque courtyard, the interplay of 
vines and red peppers intermingle in 
the sun and shadows to form the walls 
of a luscious and wonderful world.  You 
can sit on a bench to enjoy the shade 
and verdant leaves, or you can 
transform those peppers into a piquant 
sauce.  It assails the senses in so 
many delicious ways.   Enhanced with 
a little Photoshop editing, this photo 
was transferred to an 11”x 14” canvas, 
allowing a beautiful image to become 
wall art, bringing the outside inside and 
the Southwest to the Southeast. 

Liquid Sunlight, Photography

“I See Leaves of Green.....Red Peppers Too”:  Southwest’s 
Homage to Armstrong, Photography
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Libby J. Christensen
lchristensen@aquopotent.net 
334-514-6416

 Here the colors against the sky are 
not an actual rainbow, as Louis 
Armstrong sang about, but they are 
truly made with a nature’s paintbrush 
over the course of the millennia.  “The 
TeePees” in the Painted Desert show 
off the natural canvas, which consists 
of sedimentation from sandstone to 
hematite to clay, eroded away to show 
the layering.  At the base is the dry 
river valley, home of the famous 
Petrified Forest.  The sky is often a 
brilliant blue, and the sun shines so 
brightly that the colors become over 
brightened.  Here they are intensified 
by high definition photography, but they 
are not falsely colored by Photoshop; 
they are pigments created by our own 
wonderful nature.  

“What a Wonderful World,” sang Louis 
Armstrong, and what more spectacular 
desert and mountain vista could there 
be than the Valley of Fire just north of 
Las Vegas, Nevada?  No trees of 
green or roses grace this area, except 
perhaps some “desert rose” stones, 
but the beauty is engrained deeply in 
the sediment and the blue horizon.  
There are glowing gold sands, fiery 
orange and reddish clays and scrubby 
green cacti, showing that even a dry 
desert is alive and kicking with colors 
and textures.  The blue horizon and 
“purple mountains’ majesty” provide 
the natural complementary colors.  Is it 
any wonder that Indian blanket colors 
interwove some blues and purples in 
with the earth tones? We have much to 
learn from nature.  

“The Colors of a Rainbow.....So Pretty in the Sky”:  The 
TeePees, Photography

Valley of Fire, Photography
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Libby J. Christensen
lchristensen@aquopotent.net 
334-514-6416 

Our many national parks and natural 
wonders, such as beautiful streams 
full of trout and majestic mountains, 
are sites of recreation and, in some 
cases, the source of our 
nourishment.  Inspired by the two 
years that she and her husband, 
LtCol. Robert Christensen, were 
stationed in Montana near Glacier 
National Park and Yellowstone 
National Park, Libby Christensen 
created this handmade fisherman’s 
vest as a tribute to this wonderful 
outdoor world.   Using a combination 
of techniques, Christensen sewed 
the vest, embellishing it with a fly 
fishing scene of a wader in a stream 
against a background of mountains.  
This unusual and original piece of 
fabric art showcases a combination 
of quilting, applique, computerized 
embroidery and free-motion 
embroidery. Catch Me If You Can:  Fly Fishing in the Mountains, 

Fiber Art Vest
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Lynda Davis
(H)334-857-2567  
(cell)205-253-2752  
callinglynda@gmail.com    

God's Natural Beauty #3 focuses 
on what a  wonderful (or 
fascinating) world is about us. The 
"Amazing Creator" put within the 
bird an unerring compass in an 
instinct to migrate. Each year 
migrating birds go to the same 
unique spot which is sometimes 
hundreds of miles away. Within 
them is a "homing instinct" so  that 
they are not  lost. 

The scene reminds us of the quiet 
nature of God, who is always 
thinking of  His creatures  and 
directing them. This painting 
alludes to God as the "Master 
Architect". His created beauty 
ranges from the giant whale as he 
swims through the ocean to the  
intricate wings of a butterfly.  No 
one paints as He does in real, 
living colors for all of us to see. 
However,  this painting draws  the 
beholder's eye with the redwing 
blackbirds into the very nature and 
character of God Himself!  

God's Natural Beauty #3, Oil
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Lynn Schmidt
lmidt@bellsouth.com

205.310.2745

“If you want your children to be intelligent, read them 
fairy tales. If you want them to be more intelligent, 
read them more fairy tales.” 
― Albert Einstein                                                      

Children hold a special place in my heart. I have been 
a babysitter, Girl Scout leader, educator, aunt, and 
mother for many years and during different stages in 
my life. I have always found children to be a focus of 
joy and happiness. Their purity of mind and body helps 
the older and more jaded soul to see the beauty that 
really does exist in the world. They are less likely to 
focus on negativity. They are honest and open but 
willing to learn and loving to learn. Their questions, 
even though sometimes naïve, do not judge or 
condemn the answer or the individual giving the 
answer, they are simply getting or asking for 
information.                                           

In my series of paintings entitled Self-Portrait, my 
imagery is focused on the people who made me who I 
am. The majority of these people are older, Gabe, is 
the youngest. I chose his color palette to be the most 
alive and warm because that is where the colors of 
children should be. The vibrancy in the palette is 
matched with his personal enthusiasm, intelligence, 
and lust for life. I included the quote from Einstein 
because I love it.

Gabe, Acrylic

Douglas, Digital Photography

Douglas was a short-haired red Dachshund that 
we rescued from the Tuscaloosa Animal Shelter 
shortly after moving to Alabama. He was typical of  
his breed: very protective of his family, 
courageous, and very “clowny”.  He absolutely 
adored my children and they could do no wrong in 
his sight.

One day my daughter needed to do a project for 
school that involved sunglasses. I thought it would 
be great if we could put sunglasses on both of our 
Dachshunds and photograph them for her project. 
Well, Oliver, the younger, would have nothing to 
do with the glasses but Douglas, although sad 
about the personal humiliation accepted the fact 
that “his girl” needed him to do this and he 
allowed my daughter and I to giggle and pose him 
to our hearts content.

After his passing, I was looking at old photos to 
manipulate in Photoshop and found this one. I 
chose the primary color scheme to augment the 
humor and simplicity of the image.
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Lynn Schmidt
lmidt@bellsouth.com

205.310.2745

There are many ancient legends involving 
the koi fish. The oldest of the legends is the 
story of when Chinese philosopher 
Confucius was born a son in 533 B.C., King 
Shoko of Ro presented to him a magoy, a 
black carp, as a gift. According to this 
legend, all modern day koi, and their bright 
colors, are from the magoy given to 
Confucius by the king. 

Before breaking down into more detailed 
symbolic meanings, here is a quick list of the 
broad symbolism of koi:  Good fortune, 
Success, Prosperity, Longevity, Courage, 
Ambition, and Perseverance. 

The fish's coloring also has something to do 
with its symbolism. Certain colors represent 
certain aspects or outcomes in life. 

• Kohaku - This koi has a white body with 
red spots and symbolizes success in 
your career. 

• Kumonryu - There are two main 
variations of this koi. One variation is a 
koi with a white body and black spots 
and the other is an all-black body. This 
Kumonryu koi symbolizes life changes 
and transformations. 

• Ogon - This solid, silver colored koi 
symbolically represents success in 
business and wealth. 

• Kuchibeni - This white and red patterned 
koi is often referred to as the "lipstick" 
fish, because the red coloring around its 
mouth makes it appear as though the 
fish is wearing lipstick. Kuchibeni koi 
represents love and long lasting 
relationships. 

• Yamabuki - The Yamabuki koi is gold in 
coloring and symbolizes riches and 
wealth. 

By keeping your koi healthy, you can expect 
them to live anywhere between 50 and 75 
years. It's no surprise that these colorful fish 
symbolize longevity, since some say that 
some koi have lived for nearly 200 years. 

Koi Reflections, Mixed Media
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Lynn Schmidt
lmidt@bellsouth.com
205.310.2745

The relationship between older 
brother and little sister is the focus of 
this artwork. This is a nostalgic look 
back upon a time of innocence and 
the relationships between siblings. 
The older brother being proud to 
show his knowledge and the little 
sister happy to have the positive 
attention given to her as seen in this 
imagery.  I also included another 
sibling grouping in a background 
layer, the Wright Brothers and their 
famous image of the first flight. The 
far back image is the physical 
reasons flight takes place. I know 
that my brother was probably 
explaining all of this to me in this 
picture.

At this time in my life we had moved 
to Hawaii and really had no children 
to play with except each other. This 
forced us to treat each other well or 
play alone and our toys would not 
arrive for about 6 months. We had to 
invent or create inexpensive toys out 
of egg cartons, plastic bracelets, 
paper, etc. I really feel that this time 
in my life sparked a life-time of 
creativity for both my brother, a 
musician and composer, and me, a 
visual artist.

Sometimes we need to have joy in 
the simple things in life. 

First Lessons in Aviation, Mixed Media
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Mary Jacobs
lchristensen@aquopotent.net 
334-514-6416 

Outside	  Mary	  Jacobs’	  family	  room	  window	  
stand	  a	  group	  of	  cone	  flowers	  that	  welcome	  
these	  bright	  and	  gentle	  visitors.	  	  Fli>ng	  
from	  flower	  to	  flower,	  the	  bu@erflies	  rest	  
just	  briefly	  for	  a	  taste	  of	  each	  bloom,	  never	  
lingering	  long.	  	  Jacobs	  decided	  to	  capture	  
one	  on	  paper,	  for	  once	  le>ng	  the	  
background	  be	  blurred	  instead	  of	  the	  
bu@erfly	  in	  moCon.	  	  The	  vivid	  colors	  of	  the	  
summer	  world	  beckon	  the	  arCst	  because	  
they	  are	  so	  beauCful	  and	  so	  wonderful.

Fleeting Pleasures, Watercolor
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Mary Jacobs
lchristensen@aquopotent.net 
334-514-6416 

 

Just at the end of winter when the 
dead leaves still cover the ground, 
the daffodils miraculously bloom, 
giving rise to the spring and hope of 
renewal.  This wonderful world with 
its “bright days and sacred nights” 
echoes the promise made by Jesus 
Christ in the constant renewal and 
hope for the future.  The tiny miracle 
of seeing a flower bloom is a wonder, 
captured here in watercolor.

When Mary Jacobs lived in The 
Netherlands with her late husband, 
Dr. Donald G. Jacobs, who was 
studying there for his Fulbright 
Fellowship, they were introduced to 
the remarkable Tulip Festival with 
acres of these exquisite blooms.  Half 
a century later, she recorded the 
experience with a slightly abstract 
watercolor of a handful of these 
wonderful spring flowers.  
Deceptively simple in their curves, 
their beauty remind us again of what 
a wonderful world God has created 
for us.

Simply Tulips, Watercolor

Is It Spring Yet?, Watercolor
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Mike Young
65 Cherry Lane
Equality, AL  36026
205-369-6868

This piece came from a friends 
(McKissick) Old Family Tree in 
Coosa County AL.  The tree stood 
noble in front of the family home.  
After it fell they offered some
of its wood for recycling.  As I turned 
this piece Nature revealed the hidden 
Beauty and Wisdom from that "Ol 
Tree"!  

This photo just makes me smile.  
Skys of Blue and Faces of 
Unconditional Love!
What a Wonderful Life!

Ageless Beauty, Wood:  Oak

Nosey Boxers, Photography



Nancy Mitchell
1316 S McDonough St. 
Montgomery,AL 36104 
334-834-7103

The image is a Mountain Farm 
painted from a photograph taken in 
the Smokes. We were there before 
noon on a late spring day. The air 
was cool and wonderful and the color 
enlivened by the sunshine and the 
new green of the trees. It was a day 
to remember for the joy that the 
surroundings provided.

Mountain Farm, Oil

A park is a simple place, lovely to 
observe and refreshing for a walk.

The Park, Oil



Rachel Ward
4033 Vintage Lane 
Northport, Alabama 35473

TRINITY_335@YAHOO.COM

The Jack Russell is a fearless, 
happy, alert, confident, intelligent 
and lively hunting dog. These 
qualities make him a sturdy, 
vigorous companion, ready to meet 
the world on a moment's notice, 
and, unless he is appropriately 
trained and exercised, can be 
subverted into wanton 
destructiveness. The Jack Russell 
Terrier Club of America describes 
the character thus: "The unique 
personality of this feisty little terrier 
is capturing the hearts of many, but 
they are not a dog for everyone. "

Although Jack Russell Terriers are 
a "happy" breed, they are NOT as 
they are portrayed in the movies, 
on TV, or other forms of media. 
Those dogs are professionally 
trained and handled, and are very 
obedient only for VERY short 
periods of time. Celebrity dogs 
have their needs met by the trainer, 
and perform their jobs accordingly. 
the Jack Russell can be a terrific 
family pet. He has a gentle and 
kindly nature with people and is 
usually friendly with small children 
-- if they are well-behaved. He will 
likely not put up with poking, 
prodding, or abusive rough-housing 
from boisterous or ill-behaved 
youngsters, but he is amenable to 
learning tricks and games. 

Puppy Love, Acrylic
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Rebecca Grice
188 Monicas Way, Wetumpka, Al 
36092 Tel. 334-303-5275; e-mail 
rggrice@gmail.com

The river surges around and 
sometimes over the rock 
outcroppings. There is a splash of 
white water and then quieter pools of 
deeper blue.  The river is framed by 
trees clothed in their autumn glory. 
The light shining through intensifies 
the gold and red hues of their leaves.

Laughter breaks the stillness of the 
afternoon as a canoe floats into view. 
I smile, wanting to laugh also--what a 
Wonderful World surrounds us.

The Coosa at Corn Creek Park, Oil

Sunlight filters through the tall pines 
making splashes of light on the 
ground below. The shed sits serenely 
in the background. How old is it? 
What marvelous memories does it 
hold and what possibilities wait if we 
could explore its treasures?

The mystery of the past, the 
expectation of the future and the 
serenity of the moment all contribute 
to the Wonderful World which 
surrounds us.

The Shed, Oil
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Robin Rogers
srogers2@elmore.rr.com
334-569-1567

                                                       
Beauty is in the hands of the 
beholder.  It's truly a wonderful world, 
when someone like me who is 
visually impaired can become a 
productive artist.  I had always heard 
that when one of our senses 
diminishes the other senses become 
heightened. As I developed my craft 
as a potter, I found that to be true.  I 
enjoy the tactile nature of working 
with clay and have learned to trust 
my heightened sense of touch. 

I love creating art from our world's 
natural resources. This particular 
work incorporates the use of natural, 
recycled antlers and horsehair.

Horse Hair Vessel With Antlers

Horse Hair Vessel With Antlers
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Sue Blackshear
9570 Bee Branch Road,          
Cottondale, Alabama 35453
               
sueblackshear@yahoo.com, 
www.sueblackshear.com
(205) 633-4091

A while back my friend Elmore gave 
me a pass to visit Jasmine Hills. I'd 
never been there before. What a 
visual treat! It was Sring. I didn't have 
my paints with me but I 
photographed all day. Jasmine Hills II 
is the result of using elements taken 
from a number of photographs and 
combining them into a composition 
that really speaks to me. The painting 
transports me into another time. 
When I look at it, I feel that I'm part of 
a beautiful story or a fairy tale. The 
mood is warm and comforting.

Sitting on the end of a pier early in 
the morning, looking across Joe's 
Bayou as it opens out into the bay; 
how great is that! Add to that, having 
my watercolors at hand! Capturing 
the reflections and the movement of 
the water as the mirror reflection 
begins to break up. I love it! Water is 
so amazing. I enjoy just watching it 
as it changes from moment to 
moment. And sitting by water is so 
soothing. Painting it is magical. Since 
I enjoy so much sitting by water, 
painting it and looking at my own 
painting of it, I assume others might 
enjoy the feeling they get when they 
look at this painting.

By the bay at Destin, Watercolor

Jasmine Hills II, Oil
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Sue Blackshear
 9570 Bee Branch Road, Cottondale, 
Alabama 35453
               
sueblackshear@yahoo.com, 
www.sueblackshear.com
(205) 633-4091

Every season of the year has its 
special beauty. In the late Fall, just 
before really cold weather sets in, the 
zinnias, ageratum, lantana and 
Cecile Brunner roses still warm my 
garden with their beautiful colors and 
offer a variety of textures and smells. 
I gather bouquets and put them in 
vases or glass jars. Late Fall offering 
II is the last bouquet I was able to get 
before the weather turned cold in 
2011. I love its cheerful variety and 
the simplicity of the glass jar rather 
than a more ornate vase. I began it 
as a demonstration for my watercolor 
class and enjoy having it grace my 
walls. It's simple but pleasing.

I love reflections and distortions 
created by old and newer glass. I 
wanted to paint a cluster of bottles of 
different ages, exploring their 
transparency and the nature of the 
distortions they created. During this 
process I was often thinking of 
Morandi who, using subtle color with 
little contrast in value, painted many 
compositions of bottles. I remember 
reading that he was often frustrated 
by his own resistance to using bright, 
intense colors.  Whether this was 
true or not, I enjoy the simple 
relationship of these bottles, the 
subtle value range, the lack of 
intense color, and the distortions and 
reflections. As a bonus for me (a New 
Orleanian for 18 years), two of the 
oldest bottles in the composition 
came from the construction site of 
the super-dome in New Orleans. 
There's the mystery of their origin.

Late Fall offering II, Watercolor

Remembering Giorgio Morandi, Oil
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Sue Blackshear
 9570 Bee Branch Road, Cottondale, 
Alabama 35453
               
sueblackshear@yahoo.com, 
www.sueblackshear.com
(205) 633-4091

This painting was inspired by the 
human nervous system. I have a 
scientific background; and although 
Alive is not an accurate depiction of a 
dendrite or nerve fibers, it was 
inspired by them. It represents the 
chemical and electrical aspect of 
life--the tremendous energy in all 
living things--and the 
interconnectedness of everything. I 
find it vibrant and wonderful.

Alive, Oil
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Theresa Wayne 
wayne95037@hotmail.com
334-300-9394, 

This commissioned work was created for a 
dining room, besides the colors, Marilee is a 
nutritionist and pears are one of those foods 
that are nutritionally perfect.  What a 
wonderful world we have.  

Forelle pears are available summer through 
the following winter and sometimes into 
spring. 

The Forelle pear, of the European family, 
Pyrus communis,is a bi-colored variety 
whose name, when translated in the pear's 
native origins of Germany, means "trout". 
Forelle pears are a petit, bell shaped pear 
with yellow skin that is dotted with crimson 
red freckles (known as lenticles) signaling 
the pears' maturity. Younger Forelle pears 
will be green while the red coloring is always 
present. Only ripe Forelle pears will possess 
qualities that highlight the pears best virtues. 
Ripe Forelle pears are fragrant, their flesh, 
crisp and firm yet juicy, with flavors bright 
and candy sweet. 
The Forelle pear's size doesn't make it a 
choice fruit for large recipes such as pies, 
and their flavors are truly best showcased in 
fresh eating form. They are a perfect 
lunchbox snack, great as an accompaniment 
in winter salads and can easily be used as a 
fresh garnish for savory soups. Forelle pears 
are a great companion ingredient to aged 
cheeses such as gorgonzola, camembert, 
gouda, and manchego, pork belly, prosciutto, 
dried berries, figs and nuts such as 
hazelnuts and pistachios. The pear's 
sweetness is the perfect compliment to semi-
sweet and bittersweet chocolate. Consider 
using the Forelle pear as a chocolate fondue 
item. Forelle pears should never be 
refrigerated as they will only ripen at room 
temperature. 

The Forelle pear was a chance seedling first 
cultivated in Saxony, Germany in 1670. The 
Forelle pear is among only two dozen 
cultivars of European pears that are 
cultivated worldwide. The European pears 
require winter chilling to produce fruit. 
Without frost generally trees will not produce 
crops. The Forelle was introduced into 
America by German immigrants in the 
1800's. It is grown in the Pacific Northwest 
states of Oregon and Washington. Forelle 
pears are picked when they are mature but 
not fully ripened. Fully ripened tree fruit will 
most likely drop from the tree, never making 
it to successful harvest. 

Forelle Pear, Oil
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Tylor Little
slittle1267@yahoo.com
205-310-2745

Everyday people of the lands go to work 
every day to fulfill their duties, but why 
should they even go every day, why do they 
keep trying to keep themselves afloat. It’s 
because our instincts tell us to preserve 
ourselves in the most appropriate way 
possible. Anyone who is dissatisfied with 
their work even follows this because the 
thought of losing a job is just too strong to 
bear. Now some of us might not care about 
the welfare of others if our work benefits 
them, but others care and make a living from 
it. Now it might sound wrong at first but try 
the hardest you can next time you work. 
Whether or not a superior realizes this you 
will feel better about yourself. If you only 
care about yourself, maybe trying harder and 
harder will make you surer of your abilities. 
Working harder will make you feel more alive 
than you’ve been before. At first you might 
be more tired than usual when coming 
home, but eventually you will get used to the 
pace you were working at. When your boss 
sees what you would then consider your 
normal pace, he/she might hold you in higher 
regard and give you a promotion. Others 
around you will think of you more highly and 
attract more attention to you. We tend to 
always know the elite of anyone who works 
with us. Just working harder can do all this in 
your life. Eventually when you’ve worked 
hard enough you can reward yourself by 
doing other things with your time, but the 
thing is, since you’ve only thought of 
improving your work for all that time, doing 
anything else will seem much more 
interesting now. When you get the break you 
deserve for once the hardest part will be 
laying back and letting yourself transition 
from work to relaxation. The quality of your 
life will be higher than it ever was and you’ll 
also have money to spare in the future, but 
most importantly, your family and friends will 
show you more respect because of your 
dedication to improving everything you do in 
life.

Transitions, Mixed Media
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Vicki Ham
vjham@aol.com, 334-514-9298

This quilt is more then wonderful as 
all quilts are to me it is a work of love. 
It was composed of pieces of fabric 
that were collected over time and 
made of earth tones to match the 
down to earth attitude of the owner. 
The Dresden pattern or wheel seems 
to reflect our life in this world as we 
roll along through it and explore each 
hill and dale and enjoy the valleys 
and rivers and mountains. The fabric 
pattern within the wheel reflects the 
blooms we view along the way and 
enjoy as well as the thorns that we 
encounter. But most of all a quilt is 
full of warmth and love and care of 
the one who made it for the person 
who uses it. It is a gift from the heart 
with each stitch at thing a beauty. 
Therefore, to me it is part of ‘What a 
Wonderful 

Dream Travels
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Barbara Bryan

Nature Photography, to me is the best way to 

capture this Wonderful World we live in.  God’s 
creatures, great and small, are the purest 
examples of the beauty of our world- so 
unspoiled and innocent- still just the way God 
created them.  This is why I chose wildlife as my 

subjects nine times out of ten.  This little 
chipmunk, one of a colony of half a dozen who 
make our yard their home, seemed to be 
“stopping and smelling the flowers” the day I 
captured his photo.  Wouldn’t our lives be better 

if, once in a while, we followed his example?

Ah, what better example of the sheer beauty that 
God has graced our planet with than a perfect 
flower, freshly opened on a cool spring morning?  

And He has another bud ready to take its place.  
Wonders never cease.

This Wonderful World we live in can be best 
appreciated in the Spring-after the chill of Winter 

and before the heat of Summer.  It is my favorite 
time of year!

Iris, Photography

Stop and Smell the Wildflowers, Photography



Shirley Esco
dsesco@dish.net, 334-399-5115

 
The diptych titled Warm Breeze I and 
Warm Breeze II has hard lines but 
evokes the warmth of outside 
breezes and warm colors.  My intent 
was to go out of my comfort zone 
which is normally landscapes, and go 
with a more contemporary 
rendition of a living space that is 
slightly abstract with the contrasting 
colors lending another aspect.  
Hopefully, my paintings will draw the 
viewer in to stay awhile. 

Warm Breeze I, Acrylic

Warm Breeze II, Acrylic
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Harriet Brenner

What a beautiful 
day come out to 
play.

Come Out to Play, Watercolor



Carol Jean Boyd
334-868-9999

I can’t think of anything more 
majestic and southern than a 
beautiful cypress swamp.  In the 
daytime it can look absolutely 
glorious and full of splendor, but at 
night the moss draped trees and the 
knees coming up out of the water can 
make it look downright spooky.  I truly 
am captivated by these strange, 
wonderful, beautiful, ugly, massive, 
delicate, silly looking growths that we 
call Cypress Knees.  The next time 
you are in the swamp, just look 
around and you will see the 
wonderful little faces peeking out at 
you.

Swamp Spirit, Resin



Dylan Goodson
256-496-6797

What’s more wonderful 
than getting together 
with your friends after 
school on a warm 
spring day and 
skipping rope?  

My woodcarving, “Girls 
at Play” was an 
attempt to capture the 
emotions and motion 
of this setting.  I also 
wanted to see if I could 
defy gravity with wood!

In order to give the 
illusion of defying 
gravity, I designed the 
carving of the girl in 
the middle to just 
barely touch the ropes.  
This allowed me to 
connect her at two 
points, which created a 
truss of the type that 
has been used in the 
design and 
construction of bridges 
for hundreds of years. 
Making the ropes out 
of separete pieces of 
wood was the key to 
being able to suspend 
the girl in the air.  By 
aligning the fibers or 
“grain” of the wood 
with the length of the 
ropes was the only 
way to keep from 
breaking them.

Girls at Play, Hand-carved Basswood, Hickory, Oak

Girls at Play, Hand-carved Basswood, Hickory, Oak
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"The Bibb-Graves Bridge" came to 
mind immediately for this gallery show. 
The artwork is a representational piece 
that is in many ways a symbol of 
Wetumpka, which is to me a wonderful 
example of the kind of community and 
fellowship that people might search a 
lifetime to find. I know, because I spent 
many years living in other countries, 
including Norway, the Philippines and 
Italy, but in all my travels my heart 
called out for a place where I was 
known and where I knew those around 
me. Wetumpka fits that definition - not 
necessarily perfect, but home.

Home Place, Acrylic

Bibb Graves Bridge, Acrylic

"Homeplace" is a piece of artwork that 
represents a wonderful world to me. 
The work represents a place where 
you come home to, the place that fills 
your heart with memories of a life well-
lived and leaves room for new life. It's 
the place where family came together 
and life's dreams began. I think most 
of us have a place in our heart like 
this, the place where it all began.  If 
we're fortunate, we still have that place 
that we can return to.
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In spite of the tragedies that befall us I have 
realized, and I feel it is because of our gift of faith; 
there are blessings to be seen, felt and realized as 
we simply live life each day. Though we may not 
be in control of the choreography we can -immerse 
ourselves in the dance of live with joy. 

Choreography, Clay

Rainbow Road, Photography

God’s promise is realized in a rainbow of 
color glistening in the rain water pooling 
on the street as the motor oil floats. Even 
our pollution gives us delight as brilliant 
colors captivate us causing us to stop in 
the rain to take in the site. “And I say to 
myself, what a wonderful world.”
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A tall glass of Forsythia causes me to 
inhale and smile with pleasure at a lovely 
yellow bunch of the very first refreshing 
blossoms of SPRING! “What a 
wonderful World”.

Tall Glass of Forsythia, Pastel

Leaves set in stone of fired clay.  My 
friend Kitty helped title this vase. I 
wonder if there are any fossils of plants 
from the fist garden. Fascinating world!

Garden of Eden Vase, Clay
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