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Wetumpka’s Kelly Fitzpatrick Memorial Gallery hosts an exhibition 
January 19 through April 22 that is sure to tug on the heartstrings of 
many Alabamians.  The exhibition is sponsored by Central Alabama 
Electric Cooperative.

“Abandoned Rural America”, an exhibition originating in Madison, 
Georgia, will make its first appearance outside of Georgia.  The exhibit 
is the brainchild of Peter Muzyka, a graphic designer in Madison.  
Muzyka grew up on a farm in Pennsylvania and now makes his home 
in Georgia.  In both locations he was struck by the disappearance of 
structures and scenes that were familiar during the first half of his life.  

The exhibition contains paintings, sculpture, photography from dozens 
of artists, as well as writing and even a vignette of a present day goat 
farm.  “Abandoned Rural America” has appeared in numerous 
museums throughout Georgia.  According to Muzyka, “The ARA team 
is very excited about our Alabama premiere.  We are pleased to be 
invited, and we’ve enjoyed visiting the area to see and paint 
abandoned farm scenes in central Alabama.”  

In conjunction with the visiting ARA, Kelly Fitzpatrick Memorial 
Gallery presents an invitational show entitled “The Land, God’s Gift”.  
The show features work from area artists depicting the joy and vitality 
of life in rural Alabama. 
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The Land: God’s Gift

INTRODUCTION

! Have you ever ridden a mule, felt his muscles and the roughness of 
his hide?  Climbed up and up on your grandpa’s tractor that seemed as high 
as a skyscraper? Worked in your grandma’s garden, sweating in the sun as 
you dug or weeded or harvested? Or maybe even taken a joy ride, 
galumphing along in an old rusty farm truck?

! If you share those memories and memories of the aroma of fresh dirt 
or the warmth of a well-worn quilt, then you are one of millions rooted in 
rural America.  You understand that God’s gifts are manifold, but there is 
something especially heartwarming about The Land, which provides man’s 
physical and spiritual nourishment.  Rural America is built on this land:  its 
farms, its people and their history.  Some of us still live in rural areas, but 
even if we have slid into suburbia, we all stemmed from these roots, just like 
the trees spreading their gnarled branches to shade the old farmhouses.  
Most of us have parents or grandparents or great-grandparents who lived 
and worked hard, who breathed deeply that fresh, natural air.  “The Land:  
God’s Gift,” a display of 40 works by 10 artists, depicts the essence of our 
memories, offering a tribute to a way of life that is past, or passing quickly 
into the past.

! ! ! ! ! By Friend of The Kelly, Libby J. Christensen
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AWARDS 

Best Portrait:  Carol Hickman - “Weathered"
Best Still Life:  Shirley Esco - “Colors of Cotton"

Best Farmscape/Landscape:  Mary Jacobs - “Brown Barn in the Trees"
Best Moment:  Theresa Wayne - “Who Are You (Not Born Here)"

Best Architectural Structure:  Carol Hickman - “Rumbling Waters"

 Mary Jacobs painted several watercolors of barns nestled into rolling hills, winning “Best 
of Farmscape/Landscape” for an old brown barn while one of Shirley Esco’s several 
acrylic landscapes focuses on the pods of growing cotton, earning her the “Best Still Life” 
award.  Carol Hickman contributed many pieces with different types of content, but won 
“Best Architectural Structure” with an oil of rumbling waters passing under the Bibbs 
Graves Bridge.  She is likewise lauded for the “Best Portrait” in charcoal of a man as 
weathered as the rural buildings.  Finally, Theresa Wayne added the winning “Best 
Moment,” depicting some goats quizzically checking out strangers, though she has other 
work of fields and trees as well.
!

For every winning piece of art, there are nine others of similar high caliber.  Carol 
Barksdale portrayed a farm and the land in soft acrylic colors.  Doris Bell’s pastel of a 
shed also captured the serenity and beauty of the land in the background.  Kathy 
Atchison, working in pastels as well, illustrated a farm woman hanging out laundry and a 
mule patiently waiting.   Wayne Atchison photographed various farm equipment and 
gadgets and even constructed some quirky figures from old scrap metal.  Libby 
Christensen’s photos were thematically chosen of abandoned buildings haunting the 
landscape like dim ghosts, washed up, burned out and falling down.  Frances Arnold 
wrapped up all the memories, cuddling them together in her comforting country quilts.  
Oils, acrylics, pastels, photography, sculpture and quilting—many mediums are 
represented with prices varying from $1200 to just $89.  This is art that you can take home 
and take to heart.
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According to Carol Hickman of Equality, 
Alabama,“My parents and grandparents always 
had a garden.  My mother’s favorite magazine was 
“Organic Gardening” where she learned to make 
compost before compost was cool. Her love of 
nature inspired me to paint natural and farm 
scenes. Old trucks, old barns, old home places, old 
churches and farm scenes inspire my creative 
nature. I live in the country so I have an 
abundance of current and abandoned farms to 
use as inspiration. I keep my camera with me so 
that I can record interesting venues that I might 
want to paint. The beauty of nature never ceases 
to amaze me. I love to record it on my canvases.”                            

Following Page:   
Bottom Left: Weathered
Charcoal, 16” x 20”

Top Right: Heart of Dixie
Oil, 16” x 20”

Middle Right: Old Home Place
Acrylic, 16” x 20”

Bottom Right: Grand Daddy’s Barn 
Oil, 9” x 12”

Contact:
Web: carolhickman.com
Tel: cdurenhickman@gmail.com
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Shirley Esco of Deatsville, Alabama is well 
known for her paintings of peaceful 
landscapes as well close ups of cotton as 
grown in the fields near her home.  She says, 
“The  Rural America Show really speaks to me 
because if anyone asks me about my favorite 
subject to paint, it would be rural landscapes.  My 
strong southern roots run deep.  I can sit for hours 
painting and soaking up the beauty of a peaceful 
lake scene or the rural view of miles of cotton fields 
on both sides of a dirt road.  These scenes evoke a 
quiet, peaceful and serene calmness in my world.”

Following Page:
Top Left: Poppies
Acrylic, 16” x 20”

Top Right: Colors of Cotton
Acrylic, 20” x 24”

Middle: Moments in Time
Acrylic, 16” x 20”

Bottom: Red Dirt Road
Acrylic, 24” x 28”

Contact:
shirleyesco1945@gmail.com
www.galleryonefineart.com

The Land: God’s Gift

http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=shirleyesco1945%40gmail.com
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=shirleyesco1945%40gmail.com
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=shirleyesco1945%40gmail.com
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=shirleyesco1945%40gmail.com
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.galleryonefineart.com&hmac=da7d59d264e30389571ad5b51d24924b
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.galleryonefineart.com&hmac=da7d59d264e30389571ad5b51d24924b
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Theresa Wayne, Director of the Alabama 
River Region Arts Center, says of her artwork: 
“When I was six my mother declared me an artist.  
I had just drawn a gold fish with as many scales as 
I fit in the fish-shaped outline.  What she did not 
realize is that I was looking at the scales through 
magnifying properties of water.  It wasn't until I 
was nine they realized that I seriously needed 
glasses.  Like most who put on their first pair of 
glasses I was amazed that I could see leaves on 
trees and blades of grass.  What a beautiful world 
we live in.  My photographs and paintings 
attempt to capture the beauty I see: God’s grace 
and our responsible use of the land.”

Following Page:
Top Left: Rain Shower at Sunset
Oil, 16” x 20”

Top Right: Who Are You? (Not born Here)
Print, 11” x 14”

Bottom: The Ancient: 
At the End of the Road
Oil, 15” x 30”

Contact:
      wayne95037@hotmail.com 

The Land: God’s Gift

http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=wayne95037%40hotmail.com
http://webmail.roadrunner.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=wayne95037%40hotmail.com
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Libby J. Christensen, who has won over 65 
photography awards locally and regionally, explains 
her vision for The Land: God’s Gift exhibition, “For 
three decades, I have enjoyed traveling with my camera in 
hand, taking pictures of scenery, nature, and architecture 
all over Europe and much of the United States.  For this 
show, however, I looked back home to abandoned 
buildings of the South, weathered and worn, some burned 
out with broken doors and falling roofs, one with a rusty 
old truck in silent accompaniment.  Like wrinkles on 
elderly faces, they show their age with rough textures and 
grayed façades, but if you look carefully, you can still see 
pops of color, mementoes of a bygone age.  You can see 
sparks of life once vital but now past its prime.  Thus, we 
remember our trips to Grandma’s house with great 
fondness, our visits to the barns, to the sheds, to the dime 
stores and maybe our precious times riding in 
“Grandpa’s Blue Truck.” Colors fade, habits change, life 
develops new beginnings, we build new houses and drive 
SUV’s to the mall, but the rural memories remain, never 
totally abandoned.”

“Grandpa’s Blue Truck” is one of several of 
Christensen’s photographs published by 
Photographer’s Forum as an international finalist in 
Best of Photography Annuals.

Following Page:
Top: Grandpa’s Blue Truck
Photography, 22” x 15”

Bottom Left: Washed Up
Photography, 17” x 21”

Bottom Right: Burned Out
Photography, 17” x 21”

Contact:
 libbychr@yahoo.com

The Land: God’s Gift

mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
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Mary L. Jacobs, from Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
has painted with watercolor for over seventy 
years.  She admits, “I fell in love with watercolor 
from my first experience with a little Prang kit 
when I was ten. I grew up in a small town in 
Illinois, where there were many barns, but it was 
flat, flat, flat.  So as a young woman, when my 
husband and I moved to Tennessee, I was 
enchanted with the beautiful mountains and 
picturesque rolling hills.  He used to tease me that 
most of the barns in the South definitely 
NEEDED painting, so I set out to do so, but with 
a small brush, not a ladder.  My friends and I used 
to love to work en plein air.  Where there are hills, 
valleys and trees, there are never-ending vistas to 
paint. An old barn provides the perfect focal point, 
and it’s important to capture our history while 
they still remain standing.”

Following Page:
Top Right: Brown Barn in the Trees
Watercolor, 18” x 24”

Middle Right: Spring at the Farm
Watercolor, 22” x 28”

Bottom Right: The Pathway to the Barn
Watercolor, 16” x 20”

Contact:
 libbychr@yahoo.com

The Land: God’s Gift

mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
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Wayne Atchison of Titus, Alabama states, 
“My work is the result of years of art education , 
professional training and enjoying many art 
mediums.

I work to capture and preserve moments in time 
that will be lost with progress. I have caught 
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of these moments 
with a camera and sketch book. These images 
provide me with a priceless reference resource.  
Almost all my work reflects a combination of these 
images.

I enjoy making these lost images re-appear to be 
enjoyed by others.”

Following Page:
Top: Real Iron
Photography, 18” x 24”

Bottom Left: Rolling My Rim
Sculpture, 12” x 30”

Bottom Left: Fishing Hole
Sculpture, 10” x 16”

Bottom Right: Notice
Photography, 18” x 24”

Contact: 
      pappawa@gmail.com

                                    

The Land: God’s Gift

mailto:pappawa@gmail.com
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Pastel artist, Kathy Atchison of Titus, Alabama 
states, "I love to paint living, breathing things--
people and animals--anything with eyes to look back 
at you.  I've also recently enjoyed translating old 
photographs taken from the 30's through the 70's 
into pastel paintings, often having to "colorize" old 
black and white images.  I've especially enjoyed 
working from old photographs that tell a story, such 
as this mule standing patiently while his owner 
enjoys lunch at the diner in the background. It's 
kind of my way of preserving a way of life that is 
rapidly disappearing."

Following Page:
Top Right: Lunch Break
Pastel, 16” x 19.5”

Bottom Right: Wash Day
Pastel, 15” x 28”

Contact:       
      334-557-1013

The Land: God’s Gift
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“Many of my paintings come from memories of  
the dairy farm where I was born and  raised.  Old 
barns, dusty red-dirt roads, cotton fields, creeks, 
farm animals, wild life, woodlands, flowers and 
people....all bubble up in my memory banks.   I lose 
myself in my paintings, forgetting all the "rules" 
and just paint until I find that connection between 
myself and my subject.  That's when I find the 
peace within.  Sometimes that peace comes from a 
very loosely rendered or even a realistic style.”

Following Page:

Bottom Right: RFD Alabama
Pastel, 20” x 24”

Contact:
     artbydoris@elmore.rr.com

The Land: God’s Gift

mailto:artbydoris@elmore.rr.com
mailto:artbydoris@elmore.rr.com
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"I love the quiet beauty of the rural landscape. 
Though I've lived many places around the world, I 
have a homeplace in Elmore County that calls to 
me on a daily basis. It speaks to my heart of family 
and home and a sanctuary from the worries and 
business  of the world. I feel most free there, 
surrounded by the 
rustling wind and bird song."

Following Page:
Top Right: Still Standing
Acrylic, 24” x 36”

Bottom Right: Creek Bank
Acrylic, 30” x 40”

Contact:
bdaleart@aol.com

The Land: God’s Gift

mailto:bdaleart@aol.com
mailto:bdaleart@aol.com
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Frances Arnold of Titus, Alabama has been 
creating quilts and teaching quilt making 
techniques for years.  

Quilts have long been descriptive symbols of 
America. The people, places, and ideas from 
which they come and for what they represent 
are commonly placed on American beds and 
walls and also prominently displayed in 
museum shows and art collections.  ,At first 
glance, American quilts seem to either be 
traditionally European designed or wild, mis-
matched patchwork patterns thrown together 
with whatever cloth was left over in the scrap 
pile.  Yet, Southern American quilts 
communicate a bond between African 
American and European American women 
and traditions, as well as a role within society, 
that often goes overlooked and 
unappreciated.

Following Page:

Top: Red and Cream Quilt
Fiber, Twin Size Quilt

Bottom: Geometric Quilt
Fiber, Full Size Quilt

Contact:
     farnold@elmore.rr.com

The Land: God’s Gift

mailto:farnold@elmore.rr.com
mailto:farnold@elmore.rr.com
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Carol Hickman
401 Beaver Cove Rd.
Equality AL 36026
334-391-5090
cduren.hickman@gmail.com
www.carolhickman.com

§ Grand Daddy's Barn
Oil, 9x12, $159.00

§ Golden Pond
Oil, 9x12, $159.00

§ Comtemplating the 
Harvest
Oil, 16x20, $299.00

§ Weathered
Charcoal, 20x16, 
$350.00

§ Old Home Place
Acrylic, 16x20, $299.00

§ Holly Farm
Oil, 24x30, $599.00

§ Morning Call
Oil, 12x16, $259.00

§ Heart of Dixie
Oil, 16x20, $359.00

§ Rumbling Waters
Oil, 25x18, $359.00

§ Turtle Hunting at 
Oakachoy Bridge
Oil, 16x20, $299.00

Kathy Atchison
340 Oak Ridge Ln., Titus, AL 36080
334-567-1013

§ Wash Day
Pastel, 28x15, $350.00

§ Lunch Break
Pastel, 16x19.5, $295.00

Shirley Esco
400 Culpepper Rd.
Deatsville,  AL 36022
334-399-5115
shirleyesco1945@gmail.com

§ When Evening Falls
Acrylic, 16x20, NFS

§ Colors of Cotton
Acrylic, 20x24, NFS

§ Daisy
Acrylic, 14x11, NFS

§ Moments in Time
Acrylic, 20x16, NFS

§ Poppies
Acrylic, 16x20, NFS

§ Red Dirt Road
Acrylic, ?, NFS

Carol Barksdale
245 Jackson Trace Rd.
Titus, AL 36080
334-224-7240
bdaleart@aol.com

§ Still Standing
Acrylic, 24x36, NFS

§ Creek Bank
Acrylic, 30x40, NFS

Doris Bell
4348 Jasmine Hill Rd., Wetumpka, 
AL 36093
334-567-7910
artbydoris@elmore.rr.com	  

§ RFD Alabama
Pastel, 24x20, $600.00

Theresa Wayne
55 Trillium Ct.
Wetumpka, AL 36092
334-300-9394
wayne95037@hotmail.com

§ The Ancient (At the 
end of the Road)
Oil, 15x30, $1,200.00

§ Who Are You?          
(Not Born Here)
Print, 11x14, $150.00

§ Rain Shower at 
Sunset
Oil, 16x20, $600.00

§ After Ivan
Oil, 16x20, $600.00

Wayne Atchison
340 Oak Ridge Ln., Titus, AL 36080
334-567-1013
pappawa@gmail.com

§ Notice
Photography, 24x18, 
$100.00

§ The Last Caretaker
Photography, 24x18, 
$100.00

§ Real Iron
Photography, 24x18, 
$100.00

§ Reaching Up
Photography, 24x18, 
$100.00

§ Rolling My Rim
3-D, 30x12, $300.00

§ Fishing Hole
3-D, 10x16, $300.00

mailto:cduren.hickman@gmail.com
mailto:cduren.hickman@gmail.com
http://www.carolhickman.com
http://www.carolhickman.com
mailto:shirleyesco1945@gmail.com
mailto:shirleyesco1945@gmail.com
mailto:bdaleart@aol.com
mailto:bdaleart@aol.com
mailto:artbydoris@elmore.rr.com
mailto:artbydoris@elmore.rr.com
mailto:wayne95037@hotmail.com
mailto:wayne95037@hotmail.com
mailto:pappawa@gmail.com
mailto:pappawa@gmail.com
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Libby Christensen
70 Little Doe Ln.
Wetumpka, AL 36093
334-514-6416
libbychr@yahoo.com

§ Old Red Barn
Photography, 21x27, 
$129.00

§ Burned Out
Photography, 17x21, 
$89.00

§ Washed Up
Photography, 17x21, 
$89.00

§ Smoked Like a 
Chimney
Photography, 17x21, 
$89.00

§ Taken to the Shed
Photography, 17x21, 
$89.00

§ No Parking
Photography, 17x21, 
$89.00

§ Return to Sender
Photography, 22x15, 
$89.00

§ Grandpa's Truck
Photography, 22x15, 
$129.00

Mary Jacobs
c/o Libby Christensen 
70 Little Doe Ln.
Wetumpka, AL 36093
334-514-6416
libbychr@yahoo.com

§ Spring at the Farm
Watercolor, 22x28, 
$250.00

§ Fall at the Farm
Watercolor, 22x28, 
$250.00

§ Brown Barn in the 
Trees
Watercolor, 18x24, 
$225.00

§ The Pathway to the 
Barn
Watercolor, 16x20, 
$195.00

Frances Arnold
Address 
Phone
farnold@elmore.rr.com

§ Pink Quilt
Fiber, Lap Quilt

§ Geometric Quilt
Fiber, Full Size Quilt

§ Red and Cream
Fiber, Twin Quilt

§ Rescue Quilt
! Fiber, Full Size Quilt

§ Rescue Quilt
Fiber, Full Size Quilt

mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com
mailto:libbychr@yahoo.com




Mailing Address: P.O. Box 641, Wetumpka, Alabama 36092

Physical Address: 408 South Main Street, Wetumpka, Alabama 36092

 E-mail: thekelly36092@gmail.com  |  Web: thekelly.org  | Tel: 334-567-5147

The Kelly is located on the second floor of  the City of  Wetumpka Administrative Building
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